CAPTURE OF THE BEACHES                 295

The Queen Elizabeth ran past Sedd el Bahr in order to get a
clear view of the landing in Morto Bay. We could see that the
South Wales Borderers had captured the old de Tott's Battery,
which we learned they had stormed with great dash, suffering
comparatively trifling losses.

The Cornwallis was still lying off Morto Bay and was ordered
by the Admiral to go at once to her proper station off " V "
Beach, as she had discharged her mission, and the Morto Bay
area was covered by the Lord Nelson. There was considerable
deky on the part of the Cornwallis in obeying the Admiral's
signal, but the Admiral and I did not learn the reason until
some time kter, fortunately perhaps for her captain, who, in
his ardent but misguided zeal, had landed in his galley to see,
so he said, that the naval arrangements were satisfactory. He
had, in fact, on his own initiative, knded a party of bluejackets
and the marines of his ship, and with them had taken part in
the assault on de Tott's, His commander did not like to leave
without him, hence the deky, which at the time seemed
inexplicable.

Meanwhile the Queen Elizabeth had returned to " V " Beach,
which seemed to be the storm centre. While passing Sedd el
Bahr, where two pktoons of the Dublin Fusiliers had landed
in the Camber, we picked up a boat drifting out of the Straits,
containing wounded from " S" Beach. The Lord Nelson
reported that our men could be seen in Sedd el Bahr vilkge
and it seemed that the Camber landing was proceeding
satisfactorily.

As the visibility improved we could clearly see that the attack
on "V** Beach was being most bloodily held up. It was a
ghastly sight to watch from a position of absolute safety. The
foreshore was strewn with dead bodies and wreckage of stranded
boats. The sea was whipped up by bullets. Between the
River Clyde and the shore we could see men struggling up to
their shoulders in the sea; others lying under the shelter of a
ridge in the sand, to move from which meant certain death
from machine guns, which could not be located from the covering
ships. As soon as we learnt from the River Clyde that there had
been no advance, we simply bksted the village, fort and whole
hillside commanding the beach with high explosive shell.
When the clouds of dust and smoke drifted away, and the men